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It is difficult to believe that we are already into
June as the time seems to be passing at an
enormous rate of knots. A quick look back over
some of the “highlights” of the past few months
and a look forward to the future.

Working parties were reasonably well attended,
so thanks to all who managed to attend and to
all those who did the lunches which spurred us
all on. For those that couldn’t make it, hopefully
we shall see you at next years. Without the
winter maintenance the club could not continue
in its present condition. You will have seen that
the interior of the clubhouse was repainted and
a handrail has been fitted to the chain ferry. Not
so obvious is the strengthening of the piles and
some of the concreting on the island.

Many of you will know that the Barn Dance had
to be cancelled, apologies to all that had been
looking forward to getting their cowboy, or
should that be cowperson, outfits on. We shall
look to see if we can rearrange a date for this
later in the season, watch this space. A hastily
arranged Bingo night took its place and all who
attended had a good evening

Congratulations to those who made the short
trip up river to Aquarius to take part in the Mid

Thames Trophy, I'm pleased to say that we
have retained the trophy for yet another year.
Once again well done.

The Round the Island race and supper was well
supported, the supper much more so than the
race. Those of you who have not taken part in a
pursuit race should try to come next year, it is
certainly a good way to hold a handicap race
and if the conditions are favourable you get to
race parts of the river you wouldn’t normally
manage to do.

How many of you have deliberately sailed past
the Surrey side of Garrick’s Ait?

The last weekend in May saw the 70™
anniversary of Operation Dynamo, the
evacuation of troops from Dunkirk and two of
the famous Dunkirk little ships are owned by
club members. Both ships made the journey to
Dunkirk and experienced the warmth and
hospitality of the people of Dunkirk and had a
chance to meet some of the veterans who were
amongst those rescued from the beaches. For
those that made the crossing it was a truly
moving and memorable experience.

We hope to arrange an evening later in the year
where you will be able to see some of the
photos etc that were taken over the course of
the trip, details to follow.




The annual trip up river, the Sunbury Rally, had
a total of nine boats take part and although the
winds were not particularly favourable all
managed to get to Nigel and Ellen’s garden
under their own steam. Thanks to both of them
for agreeing to let us use their garden as a
venue for the tea and for their generous
hospitality on the day.

Looking forward we have the regatta over the
weekend of 26/27" June and we would like
some help on the Friday to move boats and
erect the marquee, volunteers please contact
me.

The regatta will have the same format as last
year with two races on the Saturday followed by
a hog roast at 6.30 p.m. and children’s fancy
dress — pirates. Prizes will be given for the best
outfits of the night.

We will be having a “Senior” sail on Wednesday
21 July, | think you qualify as “Senior” if you
can attend. There is a sail up to Sunbury
followed by a lunch in a local Inn. Please let
Tony Stride know if you are coming so that he
can book spaces for lunch.

We are also looking to have some sailing on a
Wednesday afternoon starting at around 3 p.m.
proposed dates are 16" and 30™ of June and
14" and 28™ July, Wednesday evening sailing
has now started so come and enjoy some social
sailing.

Other dates for your diaries are the Quiz night
on 31% July — thinking caps ready.

Chichester rally on 21% August. If you can,
come along and enjoy sailing on some open
water as a change from the confines of the
river. Always an enjoyable day out, if you
haven't done it before why not give it a try.

Now some reminders

We are into the silly season when we get visits
from the youngsters who swim over from the
Surrey bank, we have already had one incident,
so please try to make sure everything is put
away and the smaller boats are locked.

Please be careful of valuables in the changing
rooms, there is a box in the kitchen for storing
valuables.

There have been two occasions that | am
aware of when the club has not been properly
closed up. If you use the club please make sure
that it and the boats are fully locked when you
leave.

The Surrey bank seems to be getting shallower
so can | ask that if you take either of the two
patrol boats over to that bank you are careful
not to ground them. Garrick in particular will
ground and you should partially raise the prop
before going alongside the bank.

We have been trying to regain the use of the car
park at the top of Benn’s Alley but unfortunately
the offices have now been sold off for
conversion to apartments and the car park will
revert to a garden.

May | remind everyone that there is a visitor's
book, it resides by the bar and it is a
requirement of our licence that visitors be
signed in by a club member before they can
purchase alcohol.

At the AGM we were asked to confirm the policy
in respect to bringing dogs onto the island. The
current club rule is that “Pets should not be
brought on to club property”  please could |
ask everyone to respect the club rules.

Finally the Church land, you will find enclosed
with this newsletter an additional pledge form as
well as, for those who have already pledged, a
form asking for your cheques.

We have currently received pledges for around
two thirds of the money we need to fully cover
the purchase but would ask that if you haven’t
already pledged please consider whether you
could. Even those of you who have pledged
might be able to afford a little more. Every
contribution helps us nearer our target to
purchase the land without having to draw on
club funds or to call on those who have
underwritten this venture.

Many thanks in advance to all who are able to
assist.

Wishing you all the best for the coming summer



