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INFORMATION FOR PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS

Thank you for your enquiry and I hope this brief description of the Club and details of how you can join will be of assistance.

The Club:

Hampton Sailing Club was founded in 1944 and we celebrated our 60th Anniversary in 2004.

We operate from an Island, which the Club owns Freehold, in the middle of the Thames situated between Hampton Village and Hurst Park on the Surrey Bank. Access to the Island is from Benns Alley on the Hampton side and then by a chain ferry. We also rent land opposite Hampton Church and Rectory where some of the boats are stored.

The Club is very much a family affair with members ranging in age from 1-91. Many families and indeed generations of families have grown up and enjoyed the sailing and social life of the Club.  Space for berthing boats is limited and therefore active participation in the racing and other events is encouraged.
We sail in the main four classes being Merlin Rockets, GP 14’s, Enterprise and finally a Handicap Class made up mostly of Comet Versa’s, Lasers and Toppers. We have a very active junior section. Generally most members own boats or crew in those boats but we do have a couple of Club Boats that can be borrowed until you get a boat. Many of our boats are not new and there are always second hand boats for sale. New dinghies can be expensive but you can equally get on the water for a very reasonable cost.

How to get involved:

The best way is to come down and meet us and look at our facilities and arrangements. Between January and March we hold working parties to carry out essential maintenance, in which members are expected to participate. Once the season starts on March 25th we race on Sundays with members at the Club from about 11.00 am to 6.00 pm. From 28th of October until Christmas we sail on Sunday Mornings.

Joining the Club:

Once you have come to the Club a few times and perhaps crewed in one or two races, we hope you would want to join us – and an application form would be provided.
You will find us a friendly and open club which will not only give you the opportunity to take part in regular competitive racing, but also to enjoy organised leisure races and several excellent social events through out the year. Ours is a club run for and by the members and all will be scheduled for duties throughout the year, either race duty, bar or catering as appropriate.
I hope you have been encouraged to visit us - but please call first. And remember, there is no commitment! We expect prospective members to visit us several times and hopefully get out on the water before deciding whether to join.
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