The Mid Thames trophy at Hampton Sailing Club

Saturday 19th of April

A strong north easterly wind with severe gusts greeted the competitors who turned out at Hampton to compete in this year’s Mid Thames Trophy event. 

This annual event involves Aquarius, Desborough, Littleton, Staines and Hampton sailing clubs and is hosted in turn by each of these clubs, this year being  Hampton's turn. 

17 boats took part racing for both individual prizes and for their club in the Mid Thames event. The best three boats from each club scoring for the inter club trophy. 

There were three races with two to count with one permitted discard. This was fortunate as there were several capsizes and retirements in each race. Classes competing included Bosuns, Comets, Enterprises, Merlin Rockets, GP14, Graduate and Solos. 

The first race saw two of the merlins from Hampton finish first and second on the water only to be beaten on handicap by two of the solos from Littleton. The second race again saw the two merlins take line honours and this time they had gained sufficient advantage to maintain these positions after the handicap had been worked out.

After these two races it was neck and neck between Hampton and Littleton with one race to go. In the final race the Merlins of Hampton came home in first and second places, ahead of the Solos of Littleton to secure the trophy.

Final team positions were 1st Hampton, 2nd Littleton, 3rd Desborough, 
4th Aquarius.

Individual prize winners were 

1st Richard Page/Phil Dalby (Hampton)

2nd Hywel Bowen-Perkins/Lorna Dixon (Hampton)

3rd Mike Wickie (Littleton)

4th Tim Hare (Littleton).

 
Report by Trevor Phillips

