Tricky winds for the 2009 Hampton Sailing Club Enterprise Open
& South East River Series Final
 

The Met office in Bracknell, or wherever it is these days, said light winds from the north east and that is where they were coming from.  By the time they wound their way around and over Hampton church, the trees on the Middlesex bank and the clubhouse, burgees were as reliable as a politician’s promise.

 

These were the sort of conditions that you would think would strongly favour the home fleet, many of whose members have sailed this stretch of the Thames for decades.  Apart from challenging light winds, the weather for the open was perfect - high clouds dotting a blue sky and temperatures comfortably T shirt and shorts.  The semi-Indian summer has resulted in barely any stream so that was one quirk of river sailing that the fifteen-strong entry didn’t have to worry about.

 

Any sailing club or sports club, of any sort, has as a priority the wooing and signing up of young members.  Heart warming, then, to see at least half of the boats in the fleet crewed by the helms and champions of the future.

 

The first race was at 11.00am and although the flag on top of Hampton church and the red ensign on the clubhouse lay limp, there was wind on the river which had veered from the north to the east so there was a downwind start that would have been more challenging and exciting in stronger winds.  Duty officer Rob Heath showed no mercy and left it until late in the race to shorten the course down from 9 laps to a slightly more realistic number, although that still meant the fleet being on the river for 1hr 40mins.  Visitors Dave Beaney and his son John took the flag for the race win.  Second across the line was the home club’s Stuart Jenkins ably and enthusiastically crewed by young daughter Fran.  Matt & Ben Harley also from Hampton were third. 

 

The light winds for the first race dropped slightly over lunch but fortunately there was enough of a breeze for the second start of the day to give a decent race or at least keep most of the boats moving along the river.  By mid September most of the river’s motor boat fleet has been laid up for winter so there were very few incidents of Enterprises having to dodge powered crafts and vice versa.  The duty officer, perhaps smarting from scathing comments about his cruelty in keeping the fleet out for so long in the morning, shortened the course to give victory to visitors Dave & John Beaney.  Steve & Kathy Collins for Minima were 2nd by a long way.  Stuart Jenkins now crewed by Imogen came third.

 

By the time the third race was flagged off at 3.30pm the winds had dropped to infuriating and challenging infrequent puffs - exactly the sort of conditions in which local sailors would be able to play their jokers of superior knowledge of Hampton’s stretch of the Thames, knowing in which parts the stream is strongest, how the wind is bent by the modern flats on the bank and where the river suddenly shallows to take a few tenths off centreboards.  But no, it was the guests who went away with the important trophies.  The race was won by Dave Beaney, second was Philip Chambers crewed by Olly Jenkins from Hampton and third were Steve & Cathy Collins.  The truth of the matter is that good sailors sail well whatever the location and whatever the conditions.  Local knowledge can’t beat superior skill at the helm. 

 

Hampton’s crews can console themselves by remembering their own victories playing away and that when thanking the club for hosting the event, one the visitors congratulated Hampton on having what is probably one of the largest Enterprise fleets in the South East.

 

Results overall

 

1st        David & John Beaney                         20234

2nd        Steve & Cathy Collins                        22628

3rd        Stuart, Fran & Imogen Jenkins         23160

 

Winner of the SE River Series                         David & John Beaney

Winner of the Husband & Wife Trophy        Steve & Cathy Collins

Winner of the Ladies Trophy                          Jane Chambers, 
           Lucy Cooper & Imogen Jenkins

 

